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The  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  conducts  research  studies  and  service 
activities  of  assistance  to  farmers  in  connection  with  cooperatives 
engaged  in  marketing  farm  products,  purchasing  farm  supplies,  and 
supplying  business  services.  The  work  of  the  Service  relates  to  prob- 
lems of  management,  organization,  policies,  merchandising,  product 
quality,  costs,  efficiency,  financing,  and  membership. 

The  Service  publishes  the  results  of  such  studies;  confers  and  advises 
with  officials  of  farmer  cooperatives;  and  works  with  educational 
agencies,  cooperatives,  and  others  in  the  dissemination  of  information 
relating  to  cooperative  principles  and  practices. 


This  material  was  first  issued  in  1947  by  the  Cooperative  Research  and 
Service  Division  of  Farm  Credit  Administration  (now  Farmer  Coopera- 
tive Service)  and  Federal  Extension  Service.  J.  L.  Van  Horn  was  author 
and  T.  W.  Pritchard  was  illustrator.  Both  were  then  with  the  Coopera- 
tive Research  and  Service  Division,  FCA. 

The  information  is  still  in  demand  so  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  is 
issuing  this  reprint.  While  figures  on  prices  are  for  1947,  they  can  be 
adjusted  for  conditions  today. 

In  this  publication  the  following  assumptions  are  made: 

1.  All    clean  wool  is  considered  to  be  the  same  grade  and  quality. 

2.  Value  of  clean  wool  -  $1  a  pound. 

3.  Shrinkage  is  considered  as  the  percentage  of  foreign  material 
in  the  fleece.  For  the  sake  of  simplicity  the  writer  uses  the  word 
''dirt''  instead  of  shrinkage  in  some  places. 

4.  Yield  is  the  amount  of  clean  wool  in  the  fleece. 


RETURN  PER  FLEECE  DOES  IT 


HOW    DO  YOU    AFFORD 
A   NEW   CAR  ?    WE    BOTH 
GOT  THE    SAAAE    FOR    OUR 
WOOL    -    40    CENTS  / 


YES,  BUT  I 
GOT  ^  800 
MORE    AAONEy/ 


]  DIDN*T   THAT  WOOL     i 
BUYER     SAY    OUR 
WOOL     WAS    WORTH 
THE     SAME     PRICE   ? 


7/ 


YES    IN    THE 
GREASE    WE 
EACH  HAD    eo'A 
SHRINKAGE 


THEN    HOW   DID 
YOU    GET    ^800 
AAORE  ?    WE 
EACH    HAD     1000 
FLEECES 


WELL,  YOUR  FLEECES 
WEIGHED  7  POUNDS 
AND  MINE  WEIGHED 
9    POUNDS 


THEN     YOU    GOT 
^3.60    PER  FLEECE 
AND   I    ONLY     GOT 
$  2.80   ? 
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YOU    SEE     I  HAD 
OVER    3'/2   POUNDS 
OF    CLEAN     WOOL 
IN    EACH     FLEECE  / 


iiiiiiinn 
3.6 

LBS. 

CLEAN 
WOOL 

DIRT 
GREASE 
CHAFF 

)  gosh  i  my  fleeces 
didn't  even  turn  out 
3  pounds   of   clean 
WOOL  !_yy/ 


THATS  right,  AND 
WITH  CLEAN  WOOL 
AT  $  I  PER  POUND 
YOU  CAN  SEE  WHY 
I  GOT  80  CENTS 
MORE    PER    FLEECE 


CLEAN 
WOOL 


THEN    IT  DOESN  T 
MEAN  MUCH   TO 
COMPARE   GREASE 
PRICES  PER   POUND 


r^^ 


no/ returns 

per    FLEECE 
IS     THE    TRUE 
MEASURE    / 


PRICE    PER 
POUND 
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p2.80 
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EECE 

^HI^HI^H^HIB^HI 
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INCREASED  SHRINKAGE  LOWERS  GREASE  VALUE 


SAY,  IVE   GOT 
A    BRIGHT 
DEA 


WHY  can't    I      ^-^ 
RAISE    MV   FLEECE 
WEIGHT  BY  ^ 

ADDING    DIRT      ) 

7/-* 


YOU  MEAN    INCREASE      -^ 
YOUR    7  LBS.  TO  ALBS.      1 
AND  GET  MORE    RETURN 
PER     FLEECE    ?     ; ^ 


NO- THERE    IS    STILL  ONLY 
2.8  LBS.  OF   CLEAN  WOOL 
CLEAN  WOOL   IS   WHAT       c-^ 
you're     PAID     FOR     /       j^ 


IHOW  DOES    THIS 
AFFECT  THE 

-^7  J^^OREAS 
PRICE 


LOOK 


/    t 
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LEAN    PRICE 
TIMES 
LD      EQUALS 

GREASE    PRICE 

40%  =  ACCENTS 
3l7o  =  31  CENTS 


THEN   IF    I    INCREASE    MY    WEIGHT 
BY   ADDING    DIRT   THE    GREASE 
^PRICE    GOES    DOWN  ? 


SURE     IT 
DOES   / 
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TLBS. X  40  CENTS 
-$2.80  RETURN 
ON    FLEECE 
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9LBS.  X  31    CENTS 
-    $  2.79  RETURN 
ON     FLEECE 


INCREASE  THE  AMOUNT  OF  CLEAN  WOOL 


THEN    HOW    CAN    I 
INCREASE  MY  RETURN 
PER   FLEECE    ? 


INCREASE  THE 
AMOUNT   OF 
CLEAN  wool/ 
LOOK  HERE. 


THE     U.S.    SHEEP   EXPERIMENT  STATION 
FOUND  THAT  EACH  >/z  INCH  INCREASE  IN 
STAPLE   LENGTH    INCREASED 


DID    YOU   SELECT 
YOUR    RAMS    AT 
BREEDING    TIME  ^ 


YES     I    ONLY   PUT   RAMS       ^ 
THAT  GREW  OVER   3  INCHES 

OF  Wool  in    12  months 

WITH   MY   CHOICE    EWES 


DOES   FEEDING    MAKE    ANY    DIFFERENCE?! 


absolutely/ 
feeding  and 
breeding  go 
hand  in  hand 


PERCENT  YIELD  DETERMFNES  GREASE  PRICE 


DID    YOU    HEAR    ABOUT 
POOR     SMITH     OVER 
AT     PODUNK 
,      CENTER   '? 


YOU  MEAN  ONLY 
GETTING  35)^  CENTS 
FOR  HIS   WOOL?    , 


WHY  DID   HE  SELL? 
AT  THAT    PRICE  ? 
DIDN'T    BROWN,  HIS 
NEIGHBOR,  GET 
45   CENTS  ?     r 


SURE /BUT   LETS 

have' A    LOOK. 

WHAT    WAS 

smith's 
shrinkage! 


HIS    9  POUND    FLEECES 
HAD  A    SHRINKAGE 
OF     65%  J 


THEN  HE  WOULD 
HAVE  A  YIELD  OF 
ABOUT  35%>,OR 
3.2    POUNDS    OF 
CLEAN    WOOL    r" 


ED    BROWN'S 
FLEECES    ONLY 
WEIGHED 
7  POUNDS 


f  YEH,  BUT  OLD  ED  BROWN'' 
HAD    3.2    POUNDS   OF 
CLEAN    WOOL   TOO,    OR 
^/J^V    AYIELD   OF    46%    / 


SEE    HOW  THE         ] 
YIELD    OF    CLEAN 
WOOL  DETERMINES 
THE  GREASE 
PRICE   / 


^MY  gosh/  S 
GOT  AS  MU 
PER  FLEECE 
AS    BROWN 


THATS  right/ 
SEE    WHY  HE    WAS 
WILLING  TO  TAKE 
35  'A    CENTS  ? 


AVERAGE  PRICE  CAN  BE  A  PENALTY 


SAY,  THOSE    FELLOWS  ( 

OVER  AT   ANTELOPE   CREEK 
SURE     GOT   THEIR     PRICE  / 


THEY    ALL    HELD 
OUT    FOR 
4-0  CENTS/ 


IS  NT  THAT  WHAT 
WE   ALL  SHOULD   DO 


(no. 


NOT   WHEN    THERES 
A  BIG  DIFFERENCE 
IN    SHRINKAGE 


'  WHY  NOT?  THEY  EACH 
RECEIVED   THE    SAAAE 
PRICE    PER    POUND 
didn't   THEY  '. 


>  YES    BUT  THERE 
WAS    A    10  CENT 
DIFFERENCE   IN  THE 
ACTUAL  VALUE    OF 
THE    GREASE    WOOL  ( 


THEN  THERE    WAS 
A   DIFFERENCE    IN 
CLEAN    WOOL    /     j 


CERTAINLY// 


L 


WHO    LOST    ON 
THIS     DEAL? 


7/ 


THE   GROWER  WITH    55%  SHRINKAGE 
HE    HAD  3.6   POUNDS   OF  CLEAN  WOOL 
HIS   FLEECES    WERE    WORTH  f 
MORE  THAN   HE     GOT 
FOR     THEM  / 


DOGGONE  IT   ED,,^^/ 
THAT  ISNT  RIGHT  /^     I' 
I  SELL  3.6  POUNDS 
OF  CLEAN    WOOL 
FOR   THE    SAME 
AMOUNT  AS  YOU 
SELL  2.8    POUNDS/ 


GEE  /  bill/  I  didn't 
REALIZE    I    WAS 

GETTING   5  CENTS 
A  POUND    AT  YOUR 
EXPENSE    / 


SUMMARY 


-"m 

INCREASE    THE 
RETURN  PER  FLEECE 

TO    PUT  EXTRA 
MONEY   IN  THE  BANK 


TO  INCREASE    CLEAN  WOOL 


1.  USE  GOOD  B REE DING\ STOCK. 

2.  FEED    SUFFICIENTLY. 

3.  ENCOURAGE    OPEN  HERDING. 

4.  CHANGE    BEDGROUNDS. 

5.  KEEP    SHEEP   FREE    AS 
POSSIBLE  FROM    PARASITES 

6.  KEEP    VEGETABLE   MATTER 
OUT    OF    WOOL. 


VALUE     OF 
CLEAN  WOOL 
TIMES    THE 
PERCENT  OF 

CLEAN     WOOL 
EQUALS    THE 
VALUE     OF 

GREASE    WOOL 


INCREASE      THE 

CLEAN      WOOL 

TO  GET  INCREASED 

RETURN    PER 

FLEECE 


WHEN    DIRT 
INCREASES 
GREASE    VALUE 
DECREASES 
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IF    YOU    HAVE   LIGHT 

'  i 
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SHRINKAGE     WOOL 

n 
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INSIST    ON    A    PRICE 

'1 

BASED     ON    ITS 

^^^1 

ACTUAL     VALUE 
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IF    YOU    HAVE    HEAVY 

.':'.•• 

SHRINKAGE     WOOL 

'  ■;. ;  ;• 

BE    WILLING    TO   ACCEPT 

-^ 

A  PRICE    BASED    ON    ITS 

■•;iP 

ACTUAL    VALUE 
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